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SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE 
Extension - Motion 

Resumed from 18 November on the following motion moved by Hon Kim Chance (Leader of the House) - 

1. Interpretation 
(1) In this order - 

“Sessional orders” is the sessional orders adopted on December 12 2003;  

“sitting day” is any or all of the following - 

Tuesday November 23 2004 

Wednesday November 24 2004 

Thursday November 25 2004 

Friday November 26 2004 

(2) Sessional orders apply to each sitting day in the form in which they are modified by 
this order.   

2. Routine of business 
(1) Sessional order 5, excluding subclause (5), applies on each sitting day. 

(2) Sessional order 10 applies to Tuesday, 23 November. 

3. Adjournment on Friday 
(1) Sessional order 10(1) is suspended in its application to Friday November 26. 

(2) At 4.00 pm on Friday November 26, business under consideration is to be interrupted 
and any debate is adjourned and any question required to be resolved is to be put and 
determined forthwith.  

(3) When matters have been concluded as required under subclause (2), members’ 
statement are to be taken and the House stands adjourned when no member seeks the 
call. 

(4) The President may allow a member to exceed the time permitted under sessional 
order 10(2). 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.08 am]:  I seek leave to withdraw the motion 
without notice that I moved yesterday in relation to the sessional orders.  By way of explanation, Mr President, I 
intend to move another motion, which is a variation of the motion I moved yesterday.   

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move - 

1. Interpretation 
(1) In this order - 

“Sessional orders” is the sessional orders adopted on December 12 2003;  

“sitting day” is any or all of the following - 

Tuesday, November 23 2004 

Wednesday, November 24 2004 

Thursday, November 25 2004 

Friday, November 26 2004 

(2) Sessional orders apply to each sitting day in the form in which they are modified by 
this order.   

2. Routine of business 
(1) Sessional order 5, excluding subclause (5), applies on each sitting day. 

(2) Sessional order 10 applies to Tuesday, November 23. 

3. Adjournment on Friday 
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On Friday, November 26 - 

(a) sessional order 10 is suspended; 

(b) at the conclusion of formal business, messages (if any) from the Assembly are to be 
disposed of; 

(c) before proceeding to the Orders of the Day the President is to put the question “That 
the House, at its rising, adjourn to a date and time to be fixed by the President”; 

(d) immediately following resolution of the question under paragraph (c), the Leader of 
the House is to move for the House to adjourn. 

The third part is the part that varies from yesterday’s motion.  I apologise for the late change in the sessional 
order motion that I moved yesterday.  Essentially, the changes all relate to the sitting next Friday.  The difference 
between this motion and the motion that I moved yesterday is that, although government business will be 
conducted on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, as indicated in the earlier motion, no government business 
will be dealt with on Friday; it will be set aside so that members can make valedictory statements.  The only 
reservation is that if messages containing amendments to legislation are received from the Legislative Assembly, 
they will be dealt with.  Although the likelihood of receiving a message is slim, it is important to provide an 
opportunity to deal with amendments on the last day of sitting, when both Houses are sitting.  Other than that, 
the sitting on Friday is reserved for valedictories only.  

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [10.10 am]:  The Opposition 
supports the proposal moved by the Leader of the House today and I thank him for reassessing the notion of 
sitting on Friday.  My colleagues felt that it was a bit rich to schedule valedictories for four o’clock on Friday 
afternoon.  Most people will not want to sit in this place at seven o’clock at night listening to people reminiscing 
about the past 20 years of their parliamentary career.   

Hon Ken Travers:  If it were your valedictory, we would all be here!   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  I know that.  As the days go by, my enthusiasm for making a valedictory speech 
grows!  

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  That is next Friday, not this Friday.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  Given the process the House went through at the end of the last Parliament, the 
Opposition feels that if members can make their valedictory speeches on the morning of a fresh day, without 
other business intruding, they will receive the respect they deserve.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Hear, hear!  

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  We agree with that proposition.  We have also agreed that private members’ business 
will not be scheduled for next week.  The extra couple of hours set aside on Thursday will be available for 
government business.  That will compensate, in a sense, for government business not occurring on Friday.  We 
also appreciate that members’ statements will be made on Tuesday, which is not usually the case.  At 9.30 on 
Tuesday night, members will have an opportunity to make statements.  This motion is a very good solution to the 
situation that will arise next week.  In the event that the House were to pass all the Government’s priority 
legislation before Thursday, we might have to revisit this motion.  However, the motion is a pretty good outline 
for what we can expect between now and the end of next week.  I am aware that the Government has decided 
that the Assembly will sit next Friday.  Should messages be received from the Assembly, this House will have to 
sit next Friday regardless of what happens on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  Perhaps in the meantime we 
can be advised whether the receipt of any messages are likely so that they can be sorted out in advance.  The 
Opposition is happy to support this proposal; it is a sensible way to conclude the session.  

HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [10.12 am]:  Item 3(c) in the motion reads in part - 

“That the House, at its rising, adjourn to a date and time to be fixed by the President”  

It does not clearly indicate that, should the House be required to sit again, it will be by agreement, although, 
obviously, the Leader of the Opposition has indicated that the Opposition is prepared to sit on another occasion if 
necessary.  

Hon Norman Moore:  It is the standard end-of-session motion.  

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  My comments are not a reflection in any way.  I am indicating that the Greens have 
only just received notice of this motion.  A little more cooperation would be helpful at this time of the year to 
enable us to work out exactly what these words mean.  Do the words in item 3(c) mean that if the House were 
asked to sit at another time -  
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Hon Kim Chance:  If you wish to move an adjournment, I will cooperate with that.  

Hon Norman Moore:  The sessional order still applies until 30 December, so we cannot bring you back on 
Christmas Day.   

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  I am somewhat uncomfortable with a motion that may mean the House will sit not only 
this week but also the week after and that the House is not required to vote on a motion for the House to sit 
subsequent weeks.  Although, in reality that might not be the case, I am annoyed that somehow, even the Greens 
(WA) Whip did not know that the House would be debating this motion today on the order of business.  

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [10.15 am]:  New Country Party members reluctantly agree with the 
motion to extend the sitting of the House.  It has been common knowledge in the corridors of Parliament that, to 
deal with the Government’s legislative program, the Legislative Council would need to sit next week.  I do not 
know why, in its management of business, the Government did not show a little more forethought and advise 
members of that a week or two ago.  I could tell that the Government’s legislative program would not be 
concluded by today, and blind Freddy would agree.  I do not know why blind Freddy did not tell the Leader of 
the House earlier that the House would have to sit for an additional week!  The fact that the House must sit for an 
extra week is a sign of bad management.  

Question put and passed with an absolute majority.  
 


